
CIL Parish Portion Expenditure Remit & Reporting 

Parish Councils have greater discretion in how they spend their portion of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) provided the expenditure supports the 
development of the local area by funding the demands that new development places on 
it. This flexibility is set out in Regulation 59C. However, the funds must be spent within 
five years of receipt, or they may be subject to recovery by the charging authority (West 
Northamptonshire Council – WNC). 

Permitted Use: 
CIL should be used for capital projects that improve local infrastructure. These may 
include, but are not limited to: 

• Enhancements to the village hall

• Improvements to recreation or sports fields

• Provision or upgrading of children’s play areas

• Traffic calming measures

• Sustainable transport links

• Green infrastructure or environmental improvements

Prohibited Use: 
CIL should not be used for routine maintenance or operational costs, such as: 

• Grass cutting

• Utility bills

• Routine repairs

• Staff salaries



Community Engagement and Strategic Spending: 

• Where a Neighbourhood Plan is in place, it should shape CIL spending priorities.  

• In the absence of such a plan, Parish Councils are encouraged to consult with 
residents to identify local infrastructure needs. 

• Parish Councils are also encouraged to consider collaborative projects with 
neighbouring parishes or with WNC, particularly for infrastructure improvements 
that have broader benefits. 

Reporting Obligations (Regulation 62A): 
Each financial year, Parish Councils must publish a report by 31st December following 
the end of the financial year, detailing: 

• Total CIL receipts for the reported year 

• Total CIL expenditure for the reported year 

• Summary of CIL expenditure (project descriptions and amounts) 

• CIL retained at the end of the reported year (unspent from that year) 

• CIL retained from previous years (unspent balance carried forward)  

Publication Requirements: 

• The report must be published on the Parish or Town Council website (if available)  

• A copy of the report must be submitted to WNC 

• It is good practice to also: 

o Display a copy on the Parish/Town notice board 

o Include a summary in a local parish newsletter or magazine  

WNC provides a CIL reporting template to assist Parish and Town Councils in meeting 
their reporting obligations. Using a consistent format helps ensure transparency and 
accountability. 

 

Under Regulation 59E, if a parish or town council fails to spend CIL funds within 5 years 
of receipt, or spends it on matters not in accordance with the regulations, WNC has the 
right to recover those funds. Please refer to the Summary of Reg 59E also attached. 

 


