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     Minutes of the Meeting of BRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held on Wednesday 18 February 2026, at the Reading Rooms, Great Brington 
 Present:
Cllrs K White (Chair), N Tompkins (Vice Chair), R Gardner, 

D  Kennedy, M Roach, J James and R Welsford
Also Present:   Ward Cllr C Morton and Clerk  

Apologies:         Cllr S Beeusaert
Meeting:             Started at 7.45pm
	173/2026
	Welcome and Announcements

Cllr White (Chair) welcomed all to the meeting.
	Action

	174/2026
	To receive apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr S Beeusaert.  These were agreed.
	Clerk

	175/2026
	To receive declarations for interest on items on the Agenda

Cllr Tompkins advised a pecuniary interest in the  Finance item as she was related to a payee. 
Cllr Kennedy advised non pecuniary interest as he is volunteer at DACT.
	Clerk

	176/2026
	Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 19 November, 10 December 2025, 21 January and 4 February 2026
Agreed to the minutes of all four meetings, with signed amendments to the minutes on the 19 November and 10 December 2025
Chair signed the minutes 
	Clerk

	177/2026
	Public Participation
No members of the public spoke
	

	178/2026
	To Note Reports
b) The Chair – Footpath issues have been reported to Althorp as one of the footpaths has been completely moved.
Chair will also follow up with Althorp about the Whilton Road to Thornborrow footpath which is blocked. 
The Chair clarified that the finance for the zip line came from the National Lottery Grant acquired by the previous clerk and not from the precept.
c) The Clerk – Clerk read out the report with a combination of actions from the previous clerk and current clerk. Report is attached to the minutes of the meeting. 
d) Ward Councillors- Reform has reversed the decision of charging for car parking in Daventry. Car parking charges in Northampton will remain.
Harlestone is having problems with traffic. Cllr Morton has requested temporary bollards to help. 

Budget meeting is next week, to agree to the budget for 2026-2027.
Meeting tomorrow in regards to the proposed 1000 houses that are proposed to be built in Long Buckby.

e) Police – The PC potentially have the opportunity to carry out a community speed watch in the village. Ideal location is between the two villages. 
Cllr Welsford will record the details of how many cars are speeding and a count of traffic. WNC had sent through data on the average speed of the traffic in the village, however, this omitted the data between the two villages.
	Chair
Cllr Welsford


	179/2026
	Planning Applications

Application No. 2026/0360/FULL 

Proposal: Proposed conversion of two existing dwellings Hillcrest Cottage and Hillcrest Coach house into one single dwelling house, with pitched roof link building formed between the existing structures, including internal alterations, alterations to chimneys, new dormer windows and other external doors and windows. 

Location: Hillcrest Cottage Nobottle Road Little Brington NN7 4HL.

No objections were recorded.

b. To Note: Previous Planning Application Decisions, available at https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Search/Results

	Clerk

	180/2026
	Consultations

a. WNC Local – RESOLVED to resubmit the agreed response from the previous meeting as the consultation period was not opened when response was sent.
b. Parish & Town Council Election recharges consultation – RESOLVED to respond Option C to the consultation. 
Requested the clerk query the amount that they were charged as consultation document stated £28, however, BPC was charged £86.

c. Grand Union Canal Transfer – No comment on this consultation 

d. Local Nature Recovery Strategy – No comment on this consultant. 

e. National Planning Policy Framework – No comment on this consultation
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	181/2026
	To Note Environmental issues 
a. Update from Althorp Estates – No representative present 

b. Update from Parish Council – After discussion at a previous meeting the invitation has been extended for a commercial vehicle to park in the reading room car park. 

Reported that Chair has found three Sainsburys van trying to use the footpath to Althorp. It is very churned up. 
	

	182/20026
	Reading Room 

Chair thanked Cllr Kennedy for his hard work on the draft report on the reading rooms. 
The council is committed to between £25k to £35k over the life time of the lease, on rent alone. The council needs to be able to show transparency with money that they are spending to the public and the auditors. Therefore, BPC need to be able to see the accounts, the current funds and any future plans for the reading rooms 

BPC are not able to help and support the Reading Rooms until they are aware of all the information and would like to work together in the best possible way. 

AGREED to the report and that that Cllrs Kenndy and Roach will present the document to the Reading Room Committee in person and request that the information is received by the end of the financial year. 
	Cllr Roach/ Kennedy

	183/2026
	Reading Room Sub Committee Update

Agreed that no meetings of the sub committee would take place as they not currently engaging with them. 
	

	184/2026
	Kimbells Field
Electricity is still connected to the pavilion. Clerk to follow up and get this disconnected. 

The floor has now dried out and the repairs have been done. However, the pavilion is weathered and is not going to be viable for much longer as the walls are separating.

For the next meeting Clerk to produce a report showing how often the pavilion has been used and the costs of maintaining it. 

Cllr James has agreed to write an article for the village newsletter.

Clerk to check with Althorp who owns the pavilion   
	Clerk

Clerk

Cllr James

	185/2026
	Play Area Working Group

RESOLVED to adopt the Play Policy

Cllr Gardner to complete the Play Area weekly Risk Assessment form
	Cllr Gardner

	186/2026
	To Note the Bank Reconciliation and Approve Payments made for January 2026

Clerk confirmed that she has completed the mandate and ID check for Barclays. Currently no one in the council has access to the bank account, therefore, nothing can be paid. 
a. To Note Receipts and Approve Payments for February 2026 - additional Invoices may be presented after publication of the Agenda. – Agreed to be deferred to the next meeting 

b. To approve the pay of 6 hours to R Ball from 28th January to the 31st January and 7.5 hours overtime for the previous clerk. – Cllr White to speak to the previous clerk and be bought back to the next meeting. 

c. To note the Bank Reconciliation for 31 January 2026. – Deferred to the next meeting. 

d. To Note the Bank Balances at 18 February 2026 -Deferred to the next meeting 
e. To consider a request for funding for the Village Litterpick – This has been funded else where. 
	Cllr White 

	187/2026
	To Approve the dates of meetings from April 2026 to March 2027
Continue to be the three third Wednesday of each month- 15th April, 20th May, 17th June , 15th July, 16th September , 21st October, 18th November, 20th January 2027, 17th February 2027 and 17th February 2027
	Clerk

	188/2026
	To Agree the Wording of the required Health & Safety Sign at Kimbells Field Outdoor Gym.

Agreed -The sign is not required. 
	


Meeting Closed 20.56pm
