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To: All Members of Brington Parish Council  
You are hereby summoned to attend the Brington Parish Council Meeting to be held on
Wednesday 18 March 2026 starting at 7.45pm. All Members of the Public and Press are welcome

Signed: R. Ball

(Parish Clerk)								        Dated: 12 March 2026                          	
	1.
	
	Welcome 

	2.
	
	Apologies
To receive and approve apologies for absence.

	3.
	
	Disclosures of prejudicial or personal interests
To receive Councillor Disclosures of prejudicial or personal interests for items on the agenda.

	4.
	
	Minutes of the last Council Meeting
To approve and sign as an accurate record the Minutes of the Meetings held on 18th February 2026
draft-minutes-18-02-26/

	5.
	
	Public Time 
The Council allows 15 minutes for public participation; members of the public should not speak for more than 3 minutes each. Please refer to the Council’s Guidance for the Public at Guidance-for-the-Public-at-Parish-Council-Meetings

	6.
	
	To Receive Reports from:
a.  The Chair
 b.   The Parish Clerk (To Follow)
 c.    Police – Report and Update (For information only, to follow)
 d.   The Ward Councillors

	7.
	
	Planning

	
	a.
	To consider the following Planning Applications and any additional application(s) 
presented after the publication of the agenda:

Application No. 2026/0750/FULL 
Proposal: Alterations to existing windows (timber to UPVC), change existing doors on front elevation to windows and replacement of window lintels. 
Location: The Green Nobottle Road Little Brington NN7 4HJ

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2026/0750/FULL?cuuid=5A603894-5679-49D9-AE1A-26FE6944306D

.

https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/5267/S73?cuuid=8FD1620D-A50C-43D9-99CB-ED181519F89A

		
	Discharge of Conditions 3 (Materials), 4 (Joinery Details), 10 (Bat Licence) and 11 (External Lighting Details) on Planning Permission 2025/0958/FULL [Demolition of existing dwelling and garage and construction of new self-build dwelling at The Manse, Chapel View, Little Brington, NN7 4HX]
	12/11/2025




	
	b.
	To Note Previous Planning Application Decisions, available at https://wnc.planning-register.co.uk/Search/Results


	

	
 c.
		To consider Planning related matters -
	If any received
	
	


i. 

	8.
	
	Consultations 
a. Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area Guidance and Mitigation Strategy

	9.
	
	To Note any update from Althorp Estates

	10
	
	Reading Room 
To discuss and make decisions where appropriate in regards to the reading rooms

	11
	
	Kimbells Field
To receive a report on the maintenance cost of the pavilion and make any decisions where appropriate.

	12

	
	Finance
a. To Note Receipts and Approve Payments for February and March 2026 - additional invoices may be presented after publication of the Agenda.
	Payee
	Description
	Total amount
	Sub total
	VAT 
	Additional notes

	HMRC
	Previous Clerk NI and Tax contributions 
	273.17
	273.17
	0
	LGA 1972, Section 112 

	R Ball 
	Salary Feb 
	634.57
	634.57
	0
	LGA 1972, Section 112

	R Ball 
	Tax and NI Contribution 
	215.02
	215.02
	0
	LGA 1972, Section 112

	R Ball 
	Salary March 
	558.39
	558.39
	0
	LGA 1972, Section 112

	R Ball 
	Tax and NI Contribution 
	181.75
	181.75
	0
	LGA 1972, Section 112

	Third Avenue 
	Feb Website 
	62.4
	52
	10.4
	LGA 1972, Section 142

	Third Avenue 
	Jan Website 
	62.4
	52
	10.4
	LGA 1972, Section 142

	Compete 360
	365 Back up cost 
	4.93
	4.11
	0.82
	LGA 1972, Section 111

	Eon 
	Cricket Pavillion Standing Charge 
	29.4
	28
	1.4
	LGA 1972, Section 133

	Althorp
	Reading Room rent - 25/3-23/6
	270
	225
	45
	LGA 1972, Section 133

	Althorp 
	Rent at the playing fields March 2026-March 2027
	638.4
	532
	106.4
	LGA 1976, Section 19 

	
	
	2930.43
	2756.01
	174.42
	



b. To note the Bank Reconciliation for 31 January 2026 and 28th February 2026
c. To note the Bank Balance at  18th March 2026
d. To note the current spend vs the budget 


	13 
	
	To receive a report in regards to the current banking position of the council and make any decision where appropriate. 

	14
	
	To approve the current asset register 


	15
	
	To approve the insurance provider from the 1st April 2026

	16
	
	Policies and procedures 
To consider the following policies for approval 
a. IT Policy 
b. Risk Assessment
c. Data Audit
d. Subject Access Request procedure

	17
	
	To approve the accessibility notice for the website 

	18
	
	Welcome packs for the village

	 
	
	


The next scheduled ordinary meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 15 April 2026 at 7.45pm. Items for consideration to be included on the February 2026 meeting Agenda must be sent to the Clerk by  Friday 3rd April 2026.  Please note the  2024/12/Guidance-for-the-Public-at-Parish-Council-Meetings.pdf on our website. 








[bookmark: Cricket_Pavillion]AGENDA ITEM 11
Costs for the Cricket Pavilion (Since November 2020)
This report summarises maintenance and improvement costs incurred for the cricket pavilion since November 2020.
Expenditure Details
· 18 November 2020 – Replacement unit: £125
· 20 September 2022 – Window repair/replacement: £110
· 20 June 2024 – Roof repair: £990
Total Expenditure
The total cost of works carried out on the cricket pavilion during this period amounts to £1,225.
Summary
Since November 2020, the pavilion has required limited but necessary maintenance. The majority of the expenditure relates to the roof repair completed in June 2024, which accounts for the largest portion of the total cost. Other expenses were relatively minor repairs to maintain the building’s functionality.
Overall, the pavilion has been maintained at a total cost of £1,225 over the period from November 2020 to June 2024.



AGENDA ITEM 15
[bookmark: Bank_Account]Report to Parish Council: Proposal to Use Unity Trust Bank for Main Banking
Purpose
To outline the benefits of appointing Unity Trust Bank as the parish council’s primary banking provider and to recommend retaining the existing Barclays account for interest-bearing reserves if the council believes necessary.
Background
Parish councils require banking services that support transparency, dual authorisation, and strong financial controls. Unity Trust Bank specialises in serving local councils and community organisations, offering services designed specifically for public-sector governance requirements.
Key Benefits of Unity Trust Bank
1. Dedicated Support for Parish Councils
Unity Trust Bank is structured to work directly with parish and town councils. Their processes and account management approach are aligned with council procedures, reducing administrative burden and improving responsiveness.
2. Efficient Mandate Management
Changes to signatories and account mandates can be processed quickly. This is particularly valuable when councillor roles change, ensuring banking arrangements remain accurate, compliant, and operational without unnecessary delay.
3. Stronger Financial Controls
The system requires:
· The clerk to prepare and load payments
· A separate authorised councillor to approve them
This separation of duties:
· Enhances internal control
· Improves compliance with governance standards
· Reduces risk of fraud or unauthorised payments
· Minimises human error through verification
4. Improved Accuracy and Accountability
Dual authorisation and structured payment workflows reduce the likelihood of mistakes and create a clear audit trail. This supports transparency and simplifies financial review processes.
5. Predictable Cost Structure
The account carries a service charge of £6 per month.
This modest fee provides governance-focused banking features that support regulatory compliance and financial oversight, representing good value for a parish council environment.
Role of the Existing Barclays Account
It is recommended that if the council would still like to retain the Barclays account for holding reserve funds where interest is earned. Funds can be transferred between Barclays and Unity Trust Bank as required to manage cash flow and operational payments efficiently. However, Unity do provide saving accounts. 
Limitations of Using Barclays as the Main Banking Provider
While Barclays offers interest on balances, it is less suited to day-to-day council operations due to:
· Slow processing of mandate and signatory changes
· Delays in updating account authorities
· Risk of temporary loss of access to funds during administrative changes
These limitations can disrupt council operations and create governance risks if timely access to funds is required.
Financial Consideration
The annual cost of £72 for Unity Trust Bank should be considered against:
· Reduced administrative delays
· Lower operational risk
· Improved governance and compliance
· Continued benefit of interest earnings through Barclays reserves
Recommendation
It is recommended that the parish council:
1. Appoint Unity Trust Bank as its primary operational banking provider; and
1. Retain the Barclays account for interest-bearing reserves, transferring funds between accounts as required. OR move to a savings account with Unity also. 
This arrangement balances strong governance and operational efficiency with prudent financial management of council funds.
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PUBLIC NOTICE FILMING AND USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN LOCAL COUNCIL MEETINGS

The Local Government Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 reaffirm the right of the press and public to attend and record the meetings of statutory bodies such as Local Councils (Parish, Town, City and Community councils). 

If anyone would like to record at a Local Council meeting please inform the Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. The regulations allow the recording, broadcasting and use of social media to comment on council, committee and sub-committee meetings if conducted in a non-disruptive manner during the course of a meeting. 

The Parish Council welcomes responsible, balanced reporting of its meetings in order to promote greater transparency and awareness of its decision-making. 

The Parish Council requests that anybody recording proceedings provides a balanced representation of the proceedings and does not edit the film or recording in such a way that could lead to misinterpretation of the proceedings or which reflects only a single or particular point expressed at the meeting. 
The Chair of the meeting has the right to ask any person to leave a meeting or suspend a meeting if the actions of those in attendance, including councillors, are deemed to be sufficiently disruptive to impede the business of the meeting. 

Please note the regulations do not apply to meetings of the council, committee or sub-committee where the press and public are excluded and where publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business being transacted at the meeting.

The regulations also do not apply to working party or informal task group meetings. 



Signed :Shelagh Muir     Clerk to the Council 

 Dated :30 November 2025
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